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Free.AS A member of the European Parliament from 1994-99, Ulla Sandbæk was one of the first to question the many wars

and conflicts the European Union was being involved in. “It’s frightening to think that we are paying for the weapons of others,”
she told a Swedish audience in 1998. More than a decade later, she would become a key player in Norway’s peace movement.
As a minister from 2003 to 2013, Ms Sandbæk helped steer Norway into the non-aligned “Group of 77”, and was part of the

five-nation talks that led to the creation of the European Union in 1993. She has opposed the war in Iraq and Afghanistan, and
lobbied the EU to close the EU-US “spy base” in Telemark, in northern Norway, where the American military and the

Norwegian air force share radar, communications and intelligence data. In August 2014 she became the chief executive of War
Child, an aid group that runs programmes in conflict zones and tries to raise money from individuals, companies and NGOs to
distribute emergency aid. The organisation will raise more than $1.2m from its regular fund-raising activities in 2014-15, Ms

Sandbæk said in a statement. It will use the extra money for projects in Afghanistan, Iraq, Lebanon and Bosnia. As well as War
Child, she is a member of the executive board of the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung (KAS), the German development foundation,
and she is chairing the board of Pax Christi, an international Catholic peace organisation. Ms Sandbæk says she wants Norway

to remain out of the military decisions in the Middle East. She has criticised the Norwegian government’s controversial
partnership with the United States in the international anti-Islamic State coalition. In a recent interview with the Dagbladet, the

largest daily in Norway, Ms Sandbæk said she was concerned about the influence that American activities in Syria and Iraq were
having on the Islamic State movement, which seeks to establish an Islamic state in the countries it
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